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Modifications to the Use of the Ho Chaek for Esarn Community Activity
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ABSTRACT

“Ho Chaek” is an Isan (Northeast Thailand) word for “Sermon Hall” and is an ancient word
that many Isan people have never heard of before. Ho Chaek is a very important place of the temple
because it is a multipurpose area for the reception of Monks, relatives and novices during merit
making. It is also used as a meeting place and food hall for other monks. . The research was

conducted in 3 provinces in Northeast Thailand; Sakon Nakhon, Kalasin and Nakhon Ratchasima and 3



temples from each of the provinces which were purposively selected. Research tools included
survey forms, interview forms, observation forms, workgroup forms and workshops. Data were also
collected from document analysis and from field research, interviews, observation, discussions and
from workshops.

Research results found that the construction of Ho Chaek in Isan would start after the residents
for the monks were completed first to provide shelter for the monks and then the Ho Chaek would
be built for sermons, Buddhist rituals and place for the Buddha Statue. In the past, villagers would
contribute and build the Ho Chaek themselves and the style of the Ho Chaek would be built
according to the ideas and agreements of the community. Ho Chaek was originally built to be a single
story. A height of Ho Chaek approximately 0.60 — 0.80 meters. Layout of the space is divided into two
area, the first area is the clergy place basically raised from 0.30 to 0.40 meters , long about the
length of Ho Chaek or width of Ho Chaek, the width of the floor is one column wide. Buddha image
place at the left next is the ecclesiastical seat for monk to preach. The second area is the seat for
people to a fair hearing. Ho Chaek was changes in spatial applications to support community activity.
The changed was rise Ho Chaek to two stories the lower story was open a space for the community
that increase. Subsequently partitioned into rooms downstairs to use it more. For some it is a newly
built pavilion near Ho Chaek so the old Ho Chaek was distributed less active. However, it is still
preserved , by deal to do daily activities, such as offering food, prayer of the day and so on.

Conclusion, Ho Chaek was a building that community built together for religious activities. It is a
multi-purpose building of the community. However, the community has expanded and people
increase . Ho Chaek was change to accommodate the use of the community this change was
maintain the original look of the building.
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